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Rawls Springs Utility District is dedicated to providing safe drinking water that meets or exceeds all of the State and Federal Government Standards.  In addition, the system maintains a sewage system that disposes of wastes in an effective and efficient manner.

	New For Teachers & Students

	
	The Mississippi Rural Water Association has provided Rawls Springs Utility a resource book of drinking water activities for students, teachers and parents.   The information is broken down by grades, K – 3; 4 -7 and 8 – 12 and includes science projects.  Over the years, the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency has participated as a member of the National Drinking Water Week Alliance.  This group has been responsible for  heightening the awareness of drinking water issues.  Each year the alliance has 
	included educational materials for teachers and students to use in the classroom.  All are fun activities, but carry a strong message that water needs to be cared for, protected and nurtured, thus the phrase “blue thumb” was born.  As the green thumb symbolizes the care of the earth, blue thumb reflects a commitment to water.    

For teachers, there is material that will provide additional information and classroom activities to enhance any drinking water curriculum you teach.  
	For students there are activity sheets to stimulate thought.  For parents you will find science demonstration projects that will provoke thought, encourage research and provide a scientific approach to answering a question.  All users of these materials will find water tips, facts, myths and trivia to further awareness of drinking water issues.  We hope you will contact our office and make use of this valuable resource material.

	
	Why is the fire hydrant running? 

	
	Rawls Springs Utility is responsible for delivering safe potable water to our customers that meets or exceeds drinking water standards.  We take that responsibility seriously, therefore, from time to time, you may see RSUD maintenance flushing mains or fire hydrants in your area.  We operate on a schedule that makes sure 
	dead-end mains are flushed regularly as a method of protecting water quality.  We also flush fire hydrants periodically to verify flow rates and mains after leak repairs.  RSUD recognizes that on the surface flushing the main appears to be a waste of water especially in times  of drought.  In order to minimize the volume of water we flush calculations 
	are made to determine rate of flow and length of time required to adequately flush the main.  Some of the benefits of flushing to customers are: protects water quality; maintains adequate disinfection residuals within the distribution system; regulatory compliance and adequate flow for fire protection.

	
	Fun Facts To Know And Tell

	
	On average 50% to 70% of house hold water is used 
	outdoors.  Thomas Edison, who invented the light 
	bulb, was afraid of the dark!  

	
	Shutdowns

	
	While Rawls Springs Utility maintenance strives to keep your water flowing  and pressure steady, sometimes an underground water main fails and begins to leak.  A sudden water main rupture may require the main to be taken out of service to make necessary repairs.  If it is feasible, we will make you aware of a possible decrease in water pressure or complete loss of water.  it is feasible, we will make you aware of a possible or complete loss of water.  When a serious break occurs, the water is shut down immediately without notice to prevent further damage to streets, personal property and to limit the
	amount of water loss.  You may experience low pressure or no water at all.  The duration of repairs varies with each incident.  In addition, repairs and maintenance must be done occasionally to keep the system in good working condition.  All reasonable efforts will be made to prevent interruptions in service.  If interruptions occur, the utility will establish service within the shortest possible time frame.  RSUD suggests that you keep a supply of water on hand at all times in case of a service interruption.   After service has been restored, you may experience an uneven or
	pulsating stream of water from your faucets or fixtures when you first use them.  This is usually caused by a small amount of air trapped in your plumbing lines and will resolve itself after a few minutes through normal water usage.  When pipe lines in the streets are disturbed due to repairs in your area, mineral sediments sometimes break loose and cause rusty or dirty looking water.  The sediments are harmless mineral deposits that naturally occur in water.  If the water does not clear after running it for a few minutes please call our office.

	
	Is there a water crisis? Part I

	
	In Mississippi we enjoy an abundance of good quality drinking water.  As one of the most water-rich states in the nation and the world, we rarely think of the possibility of one day not having enough water being a water crisis  affecting us.  We water our gardens, livestock, wash cars, fill swimming pools and more without much thought of the possibility of one day not having enough water to carry on everyday life as we know it.  We have the mindset that a water  shortage won’t happen in our lifetime.  Maybe not, but what about in our children’s lifetime?  As Americans, our mindset is to live for today and let 
	tomorrow worry about itself.  I’d like to give you a few statistics that just might change the way you think about water shortages.  
First, let’s take a global look.  1) Water usage globally has increased 6 times over since 1900 and is expected to double by 2050.  2) Tens of millions of Latin Americans and hundreds of millions of Africans who now have water will experience shortages in less than 20 years, according to the United Nations.  3) Asia has 60 percent of the world’s population, but only 30 percent of its fresh water.  4) In China, levels in the Yellow River, which
	provides water to 150 million people, are down 33 percent.  Of the 669 major cities, 440 face water shortages.  5) 14 major rivers in India are polluted and drying up.  6) 40 percent of the world’s population does not have an adequate water supply.  7) The women of some African nations spend 8 hours a day hauling water (not by vehicle, but on their backs) before doing other duties.  
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